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Note: Type of drug overdose death defined by OMI pathologists
Source: Office of the Medical Investigator
Rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 US Standard Population.

Unintentional Overdose Death Rates from Prescription and 
Illicit Drugs, New Mexico, 1995-2004



Unintentional Overdose Death Rates from Illicit 
Drugs, New Mexico, 1995-2004
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Number of Unintentional Methamphetamine Overdose 
Deaths by Sex, New Mexico, 1995-2004

0

5

10

15

20

25

N
um

be
r

Female 2 0 4 2 3 1 1 3 2 5
Male 3 6 10 2 8 7 7 9 21 16

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Source: The New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator



Number of Unintentional Methamphetamine Overdose 
Deaths by Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1995-2004
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Unintentional Methamphetamine Overdose Deaths and 
Other Drugs Causing Death, New Mexico, 1995-2004
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Unintentional Methamphetamine Overdose Death 
Rates, New Mexico and Regions, 1995-2004
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Source: The New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator
Rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 US Standard Population.
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Rates are age-adjusted to the 2000 US Standard Population.
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• Drug poisoning death rates differed by urbanization level (defined using the 
2003 Office of Management and Budget classification for Statistical Areas)

• The poisoning death rate from opioids other than methadone (i.e.,
oxycodone, hydrocodone) were highest in non-SA (rural) counties

• Among all decedents from drug poisoning (adjusted for decedent and 
regional characteristics), poisoning death from:
– Illicit drugs was most likely in metropolitan (large urban) SAs
– Prescription drugs was most likely in micropolitan (small urban) and non-SAs

– Bivariate association for MA:  largest % of micropolitan decedents died from 
MA poisoning (6.8% versus 4.0% in metro SAs, 5.9% in non-SAs; p=0.02) 

Unintentional deaths from drug poisoning by urbanization 
of area – New Mexico, 1994-2003

Source: MMWR,54; 9/9/05



Hospitalization Inpatient Discharge Data



Number of Methamphetamine Hospitalizations in 
New Mexico, 1998-2002
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Methamphetamine ICD9: 304.4, 305.7, 969.7
Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data (1998-2002) provided by NM Health Policy Commission



Methamphetamine Hospitalizations Among Poisoning 
Hospitalizations in New Mexico, 1998-2002
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Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey



Prevalence of Past 12 Month Methamphetamine Use 
by Sex and Race/Ethnicity, Grades 9-12, 2003 YRRS
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Past 12m use among males was significantly higher than females, and use among 
American Indians was significantly higher than Whites and Hispanics.  
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Treatment Episodes Data Set



Adult Admissions to Treatment by Primary Substance 
of Abuse, TEDS, New Mexico, 2001-2003

0 10 20 30 40 50

Alcohol

None

Cocaine

Marijuana

Heroin 

MA

Methadone

Percent of admissions



Adult Admissions: Source of Referral by Primary 
Substance of Abuse, TEDS, New Mexico, 2001-2003
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Methamphetamine Admissions and Route of 
Administration, TEDS, New Mexico, 2001-2003
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Methamphetamine Admissions by Region, TEDS, 
New Mexico, 2001-2003
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Percentages of Adult Male Arrestees Testing Positive for 
Methamphetamine, Selected ADAM Sites, 2003
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Summary

• Statewide, the death rate from MA nearly doubled from 
0.7 per 100,000 in 2002 to 1.3 in 2003 (12 23 deaths), 
and remained stable in 2004 (1.2 per 100,000; 21 deaths)
– Decedents were primarily male and White
– Half of overdose deaths caused by MA were caused by MA alone; 

32% caused by MA in combination with heroin and/or cocaine 

• MA death rates increased statewide from 2001-2002 to 
2003-2004, with the largest % increases in the SW, NE and 
SE regions



Summary

• The highest MA death rates were found in the SE (2.1 per 
100,000) and NW (1.7) regions of New Mexico in 2003-
2004
– These regions had low overdose death rates due to other illicit 

drugs
– Interestingly, Albuquerque and NE region, with the most severe 

burden from illicit drug use, had low rates of MA overdose death

• Among all drug overdose deaths, the largest % of MA 
overdose deaths were among residents of small urban 
areas, followed by rural areas



Summary

• From 1998-2002, hospitalizations due to MA increased 
from 6.4% of all drug poisonings in 1998 to 9.7% in 2002
– Primary diagnoses related to MA use have remained stable overall

• Among New Mexico students in 2003, 8.2% reported past 
year MA use
– more males reported past year use of MA compared to females, as 

did American Indians compared to other race/ethnicities
– From 2001 to 2003, the greatest increases in MA use was reported

in the NE and SE regions, and among small urban and rural areas



Summary

• For publicly-funded drug treatment, a small % of 
admissions report MA as the primary substance (3%) from 
2000-2003
– Source of referral for MA admissions are largely criminal justice 

(31%) and self (29%) 
– There is an increasing trend for smoking among MA admissions

• Compared to to other ADAM sites in 2003, a low % of 
male arrestees tested MA-positive in New Mexico (10.1% 
in Albuquerque, 2.8% in Rio Arriba), especially compared 
to western cities


