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Good afternoon Safe Communities partners and friends,

I would like to begin this month's newsletter by drawing your attention to our
"Coalition Spotlight" section, where each month we highlight some of the efforts by our
coalition partners. This month we want to let everyone know about two events. First, we
want to share that "Up With People" will be here in Farmington in mid February. Not only do
these young people perform a stage show, but they come into the communities they visit
and perform various community service projects and help where they can. This is an
exciting event for all of us here in San Juan County, and I hope you will follow their adventures here locally
on the City of Farmington's Facebook page. Just add the City of Farmington to your friend list and begin the
fun.

We also wanted to let everyone know about a very important strategy planning meeting which will
be held here in Farmington concerning youth substance use and violence in schools. The New Mexico Public
Education Department is sponsoring Strategic Planning Sessions around the state in order to get statewide
input for a Strategic Plan. Once these five sessions have been held, the NMPED will compile the results into a
document that will be made available to the public for further input before the finalization of a single
strategy. These are critical community issues and we applaud the Public Education Department for taking
this much needed step. The Farmington session will be held on February 17™. For more information please
read the "Coalition Spotlight" section below, or call our office at 599-1492.

Many of you are aware that January is National Mentoring Month, but some of you may not be, so I
wanted to take a moment and share with you what it is all about. National Mentoring Month highlights
mentoring and the positive impact it can have on young lives. This month-long outreach campaign focuses
national attention on the need for mentors, as well as how each of us - individuals, businesses, government
agencies, schools, faith communities and nonprofits - can work together to increase the number of mentors
and assure brighter futures for our young people. The project suggests a person can: become a mentor;
learn more about mentoring; partner with a mentoring organization; think about the mentors in your life
and let them know how important they have been to you; or make a donation to a mentoring organization in
your community.

We have developed a mentoring presentation which we have been giving to various groups and
organizations around the county. It outlines various mentoring options, then connects our audience to local
mentoring opportunities. The mentoring providers we are partnering with locally are the regular BBBS
program mentoring, Sports Buddies, SSHS mentoring with Project Venture, High Risk mentoring with our
Detention Center, the Boy's and Girl's Club mentoring program; and the Foster Parent programs through
CYFD & Child Haven. We would like to encourage everyone to get involved in the programming offered by
one of these organizations.

January is also National Poverty in America Awareness Month, and as you may well know, Safe
Communities has been working to address poverty here in San Juan County. Some have asked me why I
feel it is important to tackle the issue of poverty, and I point out that poverty is at the heart of what causes
much of what we view as social and economic ills. Higher instances of school discipline, high school drop
outs, teen pregnancy, gang membership, violent and non-violent crimes, and drug and alcohol abuse, to
name just a few, are seen in lower socio-economic neighborhoods. One of the factors bond rating agencies
use to determine a community's bond rating, which determines the amount of interest a community will be
charged to borrow money, is the poverty rate in that community. So I think it is fair to say that having fewer
numbers of disadvantaged and struggling people in our community helps bolster our sustainability across
the board. We view it as one of the root causes of many of the societal symptoms that we have to spend a
significant amount of public monies on.

If we are to impact poverty it is going to happen through the application of community-based
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solutions designed to address current needs, but also break the poverty cycle for good. There are many
ways you can get involved, but the first step is to gain an understanding of the causes and issues
surrounding poverty. I might suggest you look at our Bridges Project website at www.sanjuanbridges.com
for more information about what we are doing locally, but I would like to share some poverty statistics with
you, just to give everyone a perspective of the problem.

The national poverty guideline shows that a person is considered to be in poverty if they are a
single person making $10,830 per year. The scale continues based on the number of people in the family
and an example of that would be that a family of four would be in poverty if they made $22,050 or less per
year.

Here are the New Mexico and San Juan County statistics (from the US Census Bureau).
-New Mexico: Poverty Rate is 18.1% (ranked 4™ in the US); Child Poverty Rate is 25.6% (ranked 4"
in the US); Senior Poverty Rate is 13.0% (ranked 6™ in the US).
-San Juan County: The County Poverty Rate is 20.6%, with Bloomfield at 17.5%, Farmington at 14.7%, and
Aztec at 11.2%. Our median family income is in a range between $43,000 and $48,000.

We are committed to continuing our work to reduce the poverty rate, and if you would like to help,
please give us a call at 505-599-1492 or email us at info@sjsci.org.

I just quickly want to keep everyone in the loop, in terms of some of the other things we have been
working on, so toward that end, here you go.

-We are doing some major renovations to our three websites, www.sjsci.org (our main site),
www.umattr.com (our family resource site) and www.sanjuanbridges.com (our Bridges Project site), and we
are just about done. The unveiling of each will take place within weeks. My many thanks to Kyle Larkins for
all the time and energy he put into this project. We are also updating the community resource guide and the
final product is one that we hope you will find much easier to use.

-We continue to work on our Hope Project video which chronicles the lives of five former meth
addicts who have stepped forward to tell their stories. The goal is to create a reality-based visual product
which can be used in prevention programming, and as an intervention tool. We have just about completed
the interview process and will begin shooting video very soon. Our intention is to unveil the video at our
Spring Conference in May.

-Be sure to check out our online podcasts designed to detail our work here at Safe Communities
which will be debuted when our new website goes live. These include our monthly online newscast. Also, be
looking for our printed quarterly newsletter which will come out in March, 2012.

-I wanted to take a moment and publicly thank BHP Billiton for their very significant contribution to
our UmattR Trading Card Program. BHP's commitment to giving back and investing in the communities in
which they do business is greatly appreciated, and our many thanks go out to them.

-As a reminder, our February Board meeting will be held at the Downtown Centre on February 9",
at 9am.

If you have questions about anything we have been working on, please do not hesitate to contact us
at 505-599-1492 or drop us a line at info@sjsci.org and let us know what is on your mind. Until next time,
take care. Dan D.
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News

Coalition Spotlight...

Up with People will be in town from Feb 16 - Feb
20 to take part in a variety of community service
projects, live with local host families, and perform
their stage show, "A Song for the World," at the
Farmington Civic Center on Feb 17. The current
cast is made up of 120 young people from 22
different countries, and range in age from age 17
to 29 years old. If you would like to host one or
more of these bright young people in your home
for the week, please email Humberto Hernandez at
hhernandez@upwithpeople.org. Do that and you'll
get two tickets to the show! You can also get your
tickets online or at the Civic Center.

The New Mexico Public Education Department is
sponsoring Strategic Planning Sessions around the
state in order to get statewide input for a Strategic
Plan to address youth substance use and violence
in schools. Once these five sessions have been
held, the NMPED will compile the results into one
strategic plan that will be made available to the
public for further input before finalization.

Please forward this information to other school
staff, parents, community-based organization staff
and other community members who are interested
in this important topic.

The Farmington Location is Friday, February 17,
from 9am to 3:30pm at the Farmington Municipal
Schools, 20" Street Conference Room located at
1400 A E. 20™ Street in Farmington. For more
information contact us at 505-599-1492.

Promote your event by adding it to
either our Community Calendar, or
our Family Friendly Calendar.
To add an event, just send the details to

info@sjsci.org, and we will make sure it gets on
the appropriate calendar.

Community partners...

The Farmington Public Library,
Youth Services, Blended Zine and

Teen Zone
For more information go to www.infoway.org.

Congratulations as well to all the Zine Teens whose

art was selected to hang in the Lt. Governor's
Office in the Roundhouse.

San Juan County Partnership news.

county to act as Community Mentors for the
graduates of the Getting Ahead program. If you
would like to talk with us about what this position
entails, please call our office at 505-599-1492 or
send us an email at info@sjsci.org. Check out our
new Bridges Project website if you get a chance at
www.sanjuanbridges.com.

Job Creation will Grow the Economy

and Improve health.

The current economic recovery effort presents an
opportunity to build stronger, healthier
communities. That's a central goal for the Create
Jobs for USA Fund that Opportunity Finance Network
(OFN) and Starbucks launched late last year to
support job creation and retention.

Economic growth and job creation provide more
than income and the ability to afford health
insurance and medical care. They also enable us to
live in safer homes and neighborhoods, buy
healthier food, have more leisure time for physical
activity, and experience less health-harming stress.
The research clearly shows that health starts in our
homes and communities and not in the doctor's
office. Read more...

Supportive Housing Industry
Identifies Trends.

Implementing the Housing First model is the top
focus for nearly half of the respondents in a recent
survey of the supportive housing field.

A little more than 49 percent say they are deploying
Housing First or "harm reduction" models of
housing. The next two innovations being put into
action are integrated supportive/affordable housing
(46.4 percent) and housing for veterans (31.1
percent), according to the Corporation for
Supportive Housing (CSH) study.

"The State of the Supportive Housing Industry"
report also serves as a crystal ball to what may be
on the horizon. Read more...

New Mexico Housing Trust Fund fact

sheet.
For information on the trust fund, click here...

A Broader and Bolder Approach Uses
Education to Break the Cycle of
Poverty. Read more...

Childhood poverty leaves its mark on
adult genetics...
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The San Juan County Partnership was established
to reduce the prevalence and incidence of alcohol,
tobacco and other drug abuse. Since then, the
Partnership has expanded its mission to address
prevention awareness and community wellness,
including: Substance Abuse Prevention
Trainings, Coordination of Services, Resource
Center, Community Organizing, and Specific
Service Contracts.

To see the Partnership's November newsletter
check out our archive section of our website.

Safe Schools Healthy Students and
the School Health Advisory Council
(SHAC)

The Farmington Schools are presenting Parent
Education Nights: Empowering and Informing
Parents at various times during the school year.
The first was held September 13%" , covering trends
being tracked within the school district. The second
was held on November 15% , presenting
information on drug and alcohol trends. The next
two will be on January 17%, and March 6%, 2012,
covering bullying trends, and trends in emotional
well being issues. These sessions are designed to
empower and inform parents as the trends and
issues within the Farmington Municipal Schools on
safety and behavioral health. All sessions will be
held between 6:30pm and 7:45pm at the Turano-
Chrisman Theatre at Piedra Vista High School. All
parents and members of the public are invited.

Sycamore Park Community Center
The Sycamore Park Community Center is
committed to providing recreational and
educational programming to the entire family in a
friendly and welcoming environment.

-Provides a safe and pleasant environment for
members of the community to participate in
recreational activities.

-Facilitates quality educational and recreational
classes, activities, and special events for the
community.

-Offers to the public a rental facility for meetings,
birthday parties, receptions, showers, etc.
-Works closely with other community agencies to
provide needed classes and services to the
patrons.

-Offers a computer lab to the public to use for
homework, research, and e-mail.

-Includes a game room that offers pool, ping pong,
foosball, and air hockey.

For Upcoming Calendar of Events contact the

Genes can be reset during early life in profoundly
different ways depending on whether children grow
up in privileged or deprived households, a landmark
study has shown.

Although children in rich and poor households have
very similar sets of genes, the scale of adversity at
home dictates which combinations of those genes
are switched on or silenced through a process called
epigenesis - presumably to maximise the chance of
survival. Read more...

Is it time to rethink our basic
assumptions about the way we fight
poverty?

When Michael Harrington's landmark book on
poverty, "The Other America," was published in
1962, Harrington startled the nation's leaders,
including President John F. Kennedy, by shining a
spotlight on the deep poverty that remained hidden
in America. Harrington's book became an
underpinning for the War on Poverty. Half a century
later, the United States Census bureau has produced
what may become another landmark reference.
Based on an updated method for assessing poverty,
the bureau has found that far more Americans are
scraping by than was previously known: 100 million
Americans - one in three - are "deep poor," "poor,"
or "near poor." Read more...

back to top

Prevention

National League of Cities Webinar
to Focus on Dropout Prevention

and Recovery...

Municipal leaders, city staff and community
partners are invited to register for a free,
hour-long webinar on an emerging city
strategy to help struggling students and high
school dropouts get back on track. Hosted by
NLC's Institute for Youth, Education and
Families (YEF), "Reengagement Centers: Key
Element in a City Strategy to Recover
Dropouts" will be held Tues., Jan. 31, at
2:30 p.m. Eastern Time.

If anyone would like to join us on this webinar,
our office will provide the access to it. Please
RSVP as soon as possible so we can plan
accommodations. Please call our office at 599-
1492 or email us at info@sjsci.org and let us
know you plan to attend.

back to top
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center at 505-566-2480, or go to the City website
at www.fmtn.org.

SPCC is partnering with BBBS to provide a year-
round site-based program for kids ages 5 - 13. For
more information, call Natalie at

(505) 566-2481.

Although it is still a few months away, it is time to
plan to attend the Centers 3™ Annual Health Fair
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 from 11AM-2PM.
There is no cost to be a vendor, only a passion to

share good health information with the community.

The Center is all about promoting preventative
health, health education, and healthy living in our
community. The health fair will run from 11AM-
2PM. For more information call 566-2481.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Juan

County

BBBS is recruiting bigs. If you are interested in
hearing a presentation, contact them at 505-326-
1508, or contact our office at info@sjsci.org. There
are opportunities to fit almost anyone's schedule,
from community based or school / site based
mentoring, to a new Sports Buddy program, as
well as two brand new opportunities to mentor
high risk youth and to participate in the mentoring
of youth at Tibbetts Middle School in a program
sponsored by the Safe School Healthy Students
grant. Littles need Bigs.

The Aztec Boy's and Girl's Club

On March 24, 2012 The Aztec Boys & Girls Club
Will Have Their 13" Annual Harley Raffle and Will
Raffle Off SIX 2012 Harley-Davidson Motorcycles!
Tickets are $100 each or 3 for $250, and they will
only sell 3500 tickets, so the odds of winning are
pretty good. Once they sell 2000 tickets, they will
be holding a drawing for $5,000. After the
drawing, all of the tickets will go back into the big
drawing which will be held on March 24" for the
Six Harleys. Get your tickets today by going to
their website at www.aztecbg-club.com or by
calling 800-461-1238, or you can visit their
partners at Four Corners Harley-Davidson in
Farmington or Main Street Music in Aztec.

Congratulations to their early bird winner, Rick
Zarobsky!

Echo Hope...

THE ECHO HOPE HOUSING PROGRAM MAY BE
YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO RENTING. To find out
more information contact Echo at (505) 325-7466
or visit their website at www.echoinc.org. ECHO

Suppression & Corrections

Want to know what's going on in the drug trade...
Check out the "Intel Update" section on our web site
here

We wanted to let everyone know about a benefit

event for Justin Solomon. Here is the information
compliments of Jenny Dennis with the Farmington
Police Department.

Justin Solomon was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia on July 22nd, 2011. He is a
PVHS Senior and a baseball player. His mom is a
teacher at Ladera and his dad is a police officer with
the City of Farmington. The PVHS Booster Club set
up an account to help offset their expenses during
his treatment and recovery. There will be a benefit
dinner on Saturday, February 11th at 6:00 pm at
the San Juan FOP Lodge #4, 6750 Santa Clara,
Farmington. Tickets are $10.00 a plate, and there
will also be a raffle and silent auction. For more
information, please call: Laura Courtney 505-609-
3685 or Jenny Dennis 505-330-4997

Crime
SOLUTIONS

.gov

LA

The Office of Justice Programs' CrimeSolutions.gov
uses rigorous research to determine what works in
criminal justice, juvenile justice, and crime victim
services. On CrimeSolutions.gov you will find:

Research on program effectiveness
reviewed and rated by Expert Reviewers
Easily understandable ratings based on the
evidence that indicates whether a program
achieves its goals:

Key program information and research
findings

Click here to view the programs which have been
rated: "Effective", "Promising" or "Have No Effect"

The June 2011 launch of the

CrimeSolutions.gov Web site has been recognized
by "The Crime Report" as one of the Ten Most
Significant Criminal Justice Stories of 2011. The Web
site is a single, credible, online resource to inform
practitioners and policymakers about what works in
criminal justice, juvenile justice, and crime victim
services.

The International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP) has recently released a roll call training video
entitled, "Bringing Sexual Assault Offenders to
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wants to qualify young families so they can have
the opportunity to own a home. ECHO partners
with the USDA Rural Development program to
assist working families to own a home.

Financial Literacy class schedule:March
6th,2012 - April 24th, 2012, Tuesday evenings
from 6:00-8:30pm

San Juan College, room # 1908. Registration fee -
$15.00. To register, call: 505-566-3821.

Homebuyer Education class schedule: The first
set of classes will be held March 24 from 9am -
5pm and April 9 & 11 from 6-9pm, at San Juan
College, Room 1908. You will need to attend both
classes. Registration fee - $10.00. To register call:
566-3687. The second class is May 12, from
9am-5pm at the Farmington Civic Center. To
register, call: 505-325-7466.

San Juan County Maternal and Child

Health Group

This group is focused on the health of both the
mother and child, and is really a great resource for
young mothers, as well as a great source of
information of our entire community. I would
encourage everyone to take a look at their latest
quarterly newsletter. You can view it here , and to
subscribe you can contact Tristan Kwiecinski at
akwiecinski@sjrmc.net,or by calling505-609-6484,
ext 2. To Join the San Juan County Maternal and
Child Health Group contact Tristan as well. They
meet the third Thursday of every month at the
Connelly House from 1:30pm to 3:00pm.

They will be hosting a town hall forum entitled,
"Empowering Effective Choices," for teens from
age 12 to 18 and their parents, at the Sycamore
Park Community Center on February 16, from
6pm to 7:30pm. Dr. Bruce G. Trigg will keynote
the event, followed by a panel discussion and a
question and answer session. The event is free and
pizza will be served. For more information contact
Heather DePeal at 325-2805.

New Mexico First...

Here is a link to the final report on Early Childhood
needs around the State produced by NM First. For
those who are not sure who or what NM First is, it
is a public policy organization that engages people
throughout New Mexico in important issues facing
the state and their community. It was created as a
non-partisan organization by Senators Jeff
Bingaman and Pete Domenici back in 1986. They
put together town halls and forums designed to
create concrete, actionable recommendations for
policymakers and the public. Check out their
website at www.nmfirst.org to get more

Justice: A Law Enforcement Response." The goal of
the video is to help officers generated stronger
cases by reframing sexual assault crimes, providing
tools to conduct perpetrator-focused investigations,
and building an understanding of victim behavior.
Officers are encouraged to order this video free of
charge by contacting Aviva Kurash, Senior Program
Manager at kurasha@theiacp.org by February 20,
2012.

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJIDP) has updated the Statistical
Briefing Book's (SBB's) data analysis tools. These
tools give users quick and easy access to detailed
statistics on a variety of juvenile justice topics and
allow them to create tables on juvenile populations,
arrests, court cases, and custody populations.

The SBB offers easy access to a wealth of
information about juvenile crime and victimization
and about youth involved in the juvenile justice
system. Developed for OJIDP by the National Center
for Juvenile Justice, the SBB provides timely and
reliable answers to questions OJJDP most frequently
receives from media, policymakers, and the general
public.

New Study shows shootings and

killings can be stopped.

New findings from a study conducted by researchers
at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
show that shootings and killings in America's most
violent communities can be reduced using the
CeaseFire model-an approach that employs disease
control and behavior change strategies to reduce
violence. Conducted on the Safe Streets Baltimore
program, a CeaseFire site since 2007, this is the
first rigorous evaluation study of a replication site of
the CeaseFire Chicago model.

Read the complete study...

back to top

Substance Abuse Education
Programs

The Effects of Antidepressants, (from
Narconon International)... Watch Video

Opioids and their Effects, (from
Narconon International)...

Watch Video

Effects of Methamphetamine, (from
Narconon International)...

Watch Video

back to top
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information on that process, but the bottom line is
that they produce reports on a variety of issues
such as water, education, healthcare, the
economy, energy and early childhood. These
reports can then be used to create policy and help
find solutions to problems addressed. I want to
personally thank them for researching the
important issue of how important early childhood
programming is to the health of our communities. I
hope you take the time to check out their report.
Click here...

Farmington Parents as Teachers
(PAT)

Farmington PAT just recently opened their new
parent room at Rocinante High School.

PAT will be holding a "1-2-3 MAGIC Parent
Support" event on Feb. 25th 9am-2pm, at
Rocinante High School. The event will be focusing
on positive discipline, charting, daily obstacles and
time outs. No child care will be provided, and they
ask you RSVP by Monday Feb. 20,

They are also holding a "Cupid's Corner" event on
Tuesday February 7™ from 5:30-7 PM, at the
Rocinante Gym. Bring the family and enjoy various
activities, games, arts and crafts and a delicious
snack to celebrate Valentine's Day. Please RSVP by
February 3™.

Parent Educator Contact Information: Annie Smith
- 330-4252, msmith@fms.k12.nm.us; Cheryl
Benally - 215-1752, cbenally@fms.k12.nm.us;
Jenna Glidden - 330-4252,
jalidden@fms.k12.nm.us; or theStudent Assistant
Services website.

CYFD Foster Parents

Governor Susana Martinez today asked New
Mexicans to consider adopting New Mexico foster
children at the unveiling of the Governor's Heart
Gallery in the lobby of the Governor's office at the
Roundhouse in Santa Fe. The Gallery features
portraits of Children, Youth, and Families
Department (CYFD) foster children who are freed
for adoption and waiting to find their Forever
Families.

"The greatest gift we can give to a child is a

caring, stable, and loving home," says Martinez.
"The Heart Gallery is a wonderful project that helps
to pair foster children with families that will

provide the support they need. I am hopeful that
the Heart Gallery will continue to reach out to
prospective adoptive families so we can continue
to provide put New Mexico's foster children in
positive and nurturing environments." For

Youth Issues & Early
Childhood Development

0OJIDP Bulletin Discusses Bullying in

Schools...The Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention has released Bullying in
Schools: An Overview.

Bullying Webinar...0n Thursday, February 2,
2012, at 3 p.m. E.T., the Suicide Prevention
Resource Center (SPRC) will host the webinar,
"Bullying and Suicide Prevention." This webinar will
provide the latest research and science on the
relationship between bullying and suicide and will
outline some of the shared risk and protective
factors. The webinar will also discuss the main
principles of a comprehensive whole school
approach to bullying prevention. This presentation
will be interactive, with opportunities to ask
questions. Download the flyer for additional
information about the webinar here.

To register, go here.

Back to Top

Strengthening the Family...
FAMILY WELLNESS, PARENTING, &
MENTORING

Tips for Parents

Go check out the "Parent Toolkit"...

What You'll Find Inside we know you are going
to find helpful. You will find: Understanding
Teens; Connecting With Your Kids; Protecting Your
Kids; How to Spot Drug and Alcohol Use; & How to
Help if They Are Using. For more information, please
visit our partners here.

National Parent Helpline, 855-427-
2736

(www.nationalparenthelpline.org ), operated by
Parents Anonymous, Inc. out of California. It is a

toll-free phone and online support system that
provides parents with emotional support, guidance,
assistance with problem solving, and referral to local
resources when necessary. Parents Anonymous, Inc.
is an international family strengthening and child

abuse prevention organization that has been helping
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information on how to become an adoptive or
foster parent call 1-800-432-2075, or visit
www.cyfd.org.

To look at all our coalition partner
newsletters, click here

back to to

Meth Project News

To go to the Meth Project's Meth, Inside and Out
go here

To view the Meth Project ads go here, and for
more information contact The Meth Project at
www.methproject.org.

The Meth Project is a large-scale prevention
program aimed at reducing first-time meth use
through public service messaging, public policy,
and community outreach. The Meth Project is
recognized as the third most effective philanthropy
in the world by Barron's Magazine. Two years after
launching the Meth Project in Montana, adult Meth
use had declined by 72% and Meth-related crime
had decreased 62%.
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parents to improve the course of their families for
more than 40 years. Parents are encouraged to go
check it out.

The Restoring and Celebrating Family Wellness
committee is presenting a Restoring and Celebrating
Family Wellness workshop on January 31%, from
5:30pm - 8pm at the Tse Daa K'aan Chapter House.
For more information please call Kerlena Tso at 505-
368-1081. Their mission is to strengthen families
and nurture positive community change.
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Do you really know the
Law???

The Law of Probability - The
probability of being watched is
directly proportional to the stupidity
of your act.

The Law of Variation - If you
change lines in a grocery store or
lanes in a traffic jam, the one you
left will always move faster than the

one you are now in

Johnny's mother was a bit surprised when he
suddenly announced one day after church, "I am
thinking of being a Minister when I grow up." "Why
is that?" his mother asked. Little Johnny replied,
"Well, I figure I have to go to church on Sundays
anyway, and it seems like more fun to stand and
yell then to just sit and listen."

News & Publications

Coalition for Community
Schools

What is a Community School?

A community school is both a place and a set of
partnerships between the school and other
community resources. Its integrated focus on
academics, health and social services, youth and
community development and community
engagement leads to improved student learning,
stronger families and healthier communities.
Schools become centers of the community and are
open to everyone - all day, every day, evenings
and weekends.

Using public schools as hubs, community schools

Two new Fact Sheets on marijuana...

Marijuana: Know The Facts
Marijuana Legalization: A Bad Idea

Scaling Up School and Community

Partnerships...

The Community Schools Strategy builds on both
practice and research to describe the what, why,
and how of system-wide expansion of community
schools. The guide is written for a wide audience
and for communities at different points in planning
for, implementing, and sustaining a community
schools strategy. Read more...

Chemical intended to help those
addicted to pain killers is itself now a

drug of abuse.
Suboxone, a Schedule III additive narcotic.
Read more...
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bring together many partners to offer a range of
supports and opportunities to children, youth,
families and communities. Partners work to
achieve these results:

-Children are ready to learn when they enter
school and every day thereafter. All students learn
and achieve to high standards.

-Young people are well prepared for adult roles in
the workplace, as parents and as citizens.
-Families and neighborhoods are safe, supportive
and engaged.

-Parents and community members are involved
with the school and their own life-long learning.

To learn more about the Coalition's vision of a
community school, read the section An Enduring
Vision in the Coalition's report, Making the
Difference: Research and Practice in Community
Schools.

Also, watch as the_U.S. Secretary of Education
speak of the importance of community schools on
Charlie Rose. For more information on what it
means to be a community school, read Community
Schools: Partnerships for Excellence.

Other Community Schools news...

NEW REPORT: The Value of College-Readiness
Indicators and Interventions: Lessons from
Chicago.

Read more...

Physicians Highlight Overlooked Connection
between Social Needs and Health.
Read more...

New Tool Kit: How to Evaluate an Expanded
Learning Program.
Read more...

Why Try Organization
(Whytry.org)...

The WhyTry Program was created to provide
simple, hands-on solutions for: Dropout
prevention; Violence prevention; Drug and alcohol
prevention; Truancy reduction; Failure

reduction; and Anti-bullying.

Their Mission: To help people achieve freedom,
opportunity, and self-respect through education
and interventions that motivate and create positive
change. We offer hope and an answer to the
question: "Why try in life?"

The WhyTry Program is often added to an existing
course-such as study skills or health-and meets for
one period each week over a semester. Struggling
students are invited into the WhyTry course, where
they learn some of the critical social and emotional
skills everyone needs to succeed. For students in
grades 9 and 10, WhyTry can provide tools to hel

Debunking a new study that suggests
that smoking pot causes no pulmonary

harm.

This week, The Fix, a website about addiction, recovery and
the drug war, published Former Obama Administration drug
policy advisor Kevin A. Sabet's commentary discussing a
study in the Journal of the American Medical Association that
claims occasional marijuana use doesn't harm the lungs.
Read more...

Many qualities separate America's
best and worst run cities, but
perhaps the most important is access

to jobs.
Read more...

Drug abuse warning network data
now available for download through
the Substance Abuse and Mental

Health Data Archive (SAMHDA).

The Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN), one of
three major surveys conducted by SAMHSA's Center
for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, is a
public health surveillance system that monitors
hospital drug-related emergency department (ED)
visits and drug-related deaths reported by selected
medical examiner and coroner offices across the
country. DAWN uses a probability sample of
hospitals to produce estimates of drug-related ED
visits for the United States and selected
metropolitan areas annually. Any ED visit related to
recent drug use is included in DAWN, and all types
of drugs (licit and illicit) are covered.

Read more...

Prescription Drug Abuse Results in

One Death every 19 Minutes.

One person dies every 19 minutes from prescription
drug abuse in the United States, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Read
more...

Providing incentives for good
behavior cuts drug use among
parolees.
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change patterns of failure and indifference and
improve their high school career. For students in
grades 11 and 12, WhyTry can help provide
motivation to put in the effort to graduate and
lower the anxiety about their future that often
leads to self-defeating behavior.

The curriculum is available to Elementary, Middle
and High School students, and has been used in
Mental and Behavioral Health and Corrections.Click

Here to download a printable brochure and catalog
of the WhyTry Program Materials.

Check out these trainings in February and April,
2012. If you are interested go to www.whytry.org.
-Facilitator Training in Las Vegas, NV on Feb 2-3,
2012

-Learning Activities Training in Las Vegas, NV on
April 19-20, 2012
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Read more...

"Spice" manufacturers change recipe
to skirt laws against synthetic

marijuana.

Manufacturers of the synthetic version of marijuana
known as "spice" are changing the recipe just
enough to skirt state laws banning the substance,
The Washington Post reports. Read more...

Drug Companies developing a more

powerful version of Hydrocodone. Four
drug companies are developing a more powerful
version of the painkiller hydrocodone. One group
dedicated to fighting prescription drug abuse is
concerned this new drug has a large potential for
abuse.

Read more...

Back to Top
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Research and Resources

Intervention/Treatment

Suicide Help in New Mexico...
WakingUp Alive will be a residential alternative to
hospitalization for New Mexicans, 18 years and
older, who are struggling with thoughts of suicide.
Services will be free to the public, and we will

Study on the effects of Domestic

Violence on Children.

Children often witness domestic violence, but social
workers have had no standardized way to examine
how they are affected by it.Now, Baltimore County's
social services department has partnered with
experts from the Johns Hopkins University and the
University of Minnesota to develop a screening tool
that would, for the first time, quantify the impact of
domestic violence on children. Read more...

Study shows that Marijuana may
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never bill insurance. Currently, they are recruiting

volunteers, soliciting donations, and getting ready

to open our house in Winter of 2012. Click here for
more information...

For Veterans in distress...

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline ensures
that Veterans in emotional crisis have free, 24/7
access to trained counselors. Get help online or by
phone. 1-800-273-TALK (8255), Veterans press
1.

Mobile App for Veterans...

PTSD Coach is a mobile app for the iPhone and
Android users that is designed for Veterans and
military service members who have, or may have,
PTSD. The app provides users with education
about PTSD, information about professional care, a
self-assessment for PTSD, opportunities to find
support, and tools that can help users manage the
stresses of daily life with PTSD.

Teen Alcohol Risk Screening Guide

Now Available... The National Institute for
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism has released,
"Alcohol Screening and Brief Intervention for
Youth: A Practitioner's Guide." This tool helps
healthcare professionals identify youth at risk for
alcohol-related problems, counsel or advise them,
and connect them to external sources of
treatment. It contains a risk assessment survey
and links to motivational interviewing resources.
The guide is free and can be downloaded.

New Definition of "Recovery"

SAMHSA and behavioral health care community
partners announce a new working definition of
recovery from mental and substance use disorders.
Read more...

Documenting Proven Strategies to
help Teens Caught in the Cycle of

Drugs, Alcohol and Crime.

Almost two million young people ages 12 to 17
need treatment for substance abuse or
dependence, but only one in 10 will get treated.
This gap in treatment has serious implications,
because effective adolescent substance abuse
treatment can help teens stay out of trouble, make
our communities safer and save money.

A special issue of Children and Youth Services
Review describes how Reclaiming Futures
communities are making a difference in the lives of
teens and families across the country. In 29
communities in 17 states and tribal areas, a

drive the brain into psychosis. Two
ingredients in marijuana have opposite effects on
certain regions of the brain, according to a new
study published in MyHealthNewsDaily.

Read more...

"Bullying in Schools: An Overview"
examines the connection between different types of
bullying, truancy, and student achievement and
whether students' engagement in school mediates
these factors. This bulletin discusses the results of
three studies that the National Center for School
Engagement conducted and compares the findings
with those from a Swedish study on bullying.

"Juvenile Arrests 2009"

is part of the Juvenile Offenders and Victims
National Report series. This bulletin summarizes
2009 juvenile crime and arrest data reported by law
enforcement agencies across the country. In 2009,
arrest rates for nearly every offense category for
both males and females and for white and minority
youth decreased.

Program for pregnant women at risk
of substance abuse could lead to big
cost savings.

A prenatal intervention program, for stopping
substance use in pregnancy, could save almost $2
billion annually if it were implemented nationwide, a

new study suggests.
Read more...

200 Million people worldwide use
illegal drugs, study says.
Read more...

Study finds that targeting multiple
areas of young people's lives can help
prevent drug use.

Read more...
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service team screens each young person that
enters the juvenile justice system for drug and
alcohol problems. The team then develops a
treatment plan connecting teens with employers,
mentors and volunteer service projects to provide
more treatment, better treatment, and options
beyond treatment.
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Training

New Mexico ATODA Prevention

Workforce Training System...

We are happy to announce the New Calendar of
ATODA Prevention Workforce Trainings.

Knock out Fiscal Year 12 with some top notch
local training.Register early as classes have been
filling up. View the complete list of upcoming
trainings here. Click on "Trainings and Registration."

Framework for Proposal Writing, to be
held in Santa Fe on February 16, 2012. You can
register for this and other trainings online here or
you can download and FAX the registration
form.Description: Major budget reductions both
federally and at the state level have created a new
and intense level of competition for existing funding.
The purpose of the workshop is to help take
participants through the pre-proposal planning
processes. A proposal framework that prepares
organizations in applying for federal and state
dollars will be reviewed. Steps for proposal writing,
responding to a "Request for Proposal (RFP)", and
the do's and don'ts for responding to an RFP will be
introduced. It emphasizes that using evaluation data
for the development of goals and objectives is
imperative. Processes for reporting findings,
outcomes, and reporting forms are reviewed as an
important process of grant writing.

Prevention in the Workplace,

to be held in Albuguerque on February 28, 2012.
You can register for this and other trainings online
here or you can download and FAX the registration
form. Description: Substance abuse prevention is so
much more than programs for kids. Effective
prevention covers everyone in the community and
encourages environments that promote healthy
behaviors. One way to have sustainable positive
outcomes in substance abuse prevention is through
the development and enforcement of policy. Places
of business, organizations, agencies and any other
entities that employs people are ideal areas to
implement policies that encourage drug-free
environments. It may be easier than you think. This
workshop will provide prevention professionals with
foundational strategies of workplace drug
prevention. Participants will leave with an
understanding of basic workplace prevention theory,
an initial plan for drug-free workplace strategies in
their communities, and tools to begin.
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DOJ Grants Financial Management"
is a training program that is designed for individuals
responsible for the financial administration of
discretionary and/or formula grants awarded from
federal grant-in-aid programs administered by
various bureaus and offices at DOJ. Twenty-four
online training modules are provided.
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Grant Information

Funding Opportunities

0OJP's Web site includes a complete list of all open
solicitations. You can also review the entire 2011
Program Plan for comprehensive information about
opportunities throughout the year. Don't forget to
check the Web site regularly for updates.

New Search Tool Helps Find Federal

Grants...

The Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs
has created an online Web tool

that allows users to search for federal grant
opportunities by youth topic or federal agency on
Grants.gov. The tool uses a filter to search for
grants that are likely to fund youth programs.

Click here to read the Grant Station Insider
newsletter.

Peer to Peer fundraising:

It's not what you think. "How," you ask, "am I
supposed to present myself as my donor's peer?
He/she is worth a gazillion dollars and I'm ... not.
Well, there's another way to define peer.

Read more...

Board Roles and Responsibilities.
Whether you're a veteran nonprofit board member
or an employee just learning how to work with a
board, get the most out of your experience with
these resources.

Read more...

Watch the Voices of Recovery and be
inspired.

Did you know that sharing and hearing stories of
recovery are a critical component of maintaining
your recovery? Hearing other people's stories of
recovery can help to keep you on your path of
recovery. People like you submit real recovery
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stories to Recovery Month. You can read their
written stories of recovery or watch short videos
where people tell their stories. Take a few moments
out of your day to get insight and inspiration from

these personal stories of recovery or share your
own!
View by clicking here...
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Join Our Mailing List!

San Juan Safe Communities Initiative
100 W. Broadway

Farmington, NM 87401
(505)599-1492

www.sjsci.org

LINKS

For more...check out these links.

Visit our new Safe Communities Facebook page and become a Fan

Reclaiming Futures

Peaches Neet Feet

Campaign for Human Development

US Conference of Catholic Bishops

Addiction411.com

www.communityschools.org

Families With A Purpose

CrimeSolutions.gov

http://www.intherooms.com/

STAND (Students Taking Action Not Drugs)

Bureau of Justice Statistics
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Drunk Driving: Over the Limit. Under Arrest" Campaign website

National Fatherhood Initiative

www.methpedia.org

Samhsa Website to "Find Treatment"

Expand Your Universe - Mentor a Child

MENTOR, The National Mentoring Partnership

National Mentoring Center

Stalking Resource Center

Working Together to End the Violence: Stalking

http://www.datehookup.com/content-violence-in-dating.htm

www.checkyourself.com

www.drugfree.org/meth360

www.drugfree.org/parents360

www.drugfree.org/wrecked

ONDCP National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign

"OJIDP News @ a Glance," May/June 2009

Recovery Month Events (from CADCA)

Educate before you medicate website

Parenting Resources

http://www.crystalrecovery.com/

WWWw.narconon.org

Teachers Magazine

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

Parents The Anti-Drug

Drug Free America Foundation, Inc.

National League of Cities, Institute for Youth, Education, and Families

The Meth Project

Meth Awareness Project

Meth Resources.gov

The Office of National Drug Control Policy

Meth-Free Montana; Most of Us
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National Gang Crime Research Center

National Parent Helpline

CrimeSolutions.gov
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SAN JUAN Please tell us your thoughts on
any article found in this
newsletter.
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